
 

 
 

Dear Senior Symphony Musicians, 
 
Welcome to Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra’s (MYSO’s) 65th season! I am grateful for the opportunity to 
lead you this fall when we return to rehearsals as three smaller orchestras. This adjustment will allow us to 
physically distance while playing music not often performed by MYSO’s orchestras. For the time being, to create the 
room we need at MYAC, we need to make small changes to our typical Monday evening schedules.  
 
For those who are returning to the orchestra, your devotion to MYSO and to the orchestra is so revered by me and 
so many. Your experience and leadership are an invaluable asset to the Senior Symphony and the MYSO program.  
To those of you who are newly accepted to the orchestra, you have my sincerest congratulations on your significant 
achievement! Each of us, no matter our role or tenure, are stewards of an incredible orchestra which has changed 
the lives of thousands of musicians like you and me since its founding in 1956.  
 
This fall, I am excited to work alongside my friends and colleagues, Margery Deutsch, Music Director Laureate, and 
Frank Almond, Artist-in-Residence who will help lead the orchestras.  Should full symphony orchestra rehearsal 
become possible later this year, I have selected music by other composers such as Benjamin Britten, Jessie 
Montgomery, and Prokofiev which will also receive attention.  
 

I look forward to hearing your YouTube auditions, too. You will find the instructions and required excerpts for your 

seating audition just below. Your videos must be submitted by Wednesday, September 9.  

 

If you have any questions about the seating audition requirements or about uploading and submitting your video, 

please email auditions@myso.org for assistance. Use the same process you followed this spring. 

 

Seating Audition Requirements: 

 

1. Scales:  One major and one minor scale (in any form), two or more octaves 

2. Solo:  Concertos and solo works from the standard repertoire are preferred.   

Your piece should reveal your strongest technical and artistic abilities. 

3. Excerpts: Perform each excerpt for your instrument following the printed markings. If some of the music is 

beyond your ability, just do your best. I recognize these are challenging pieces.  
 
Leadership: In addition to the Music Director, the orchestra benefits from strong leadership in each section. 
Violinists who wish to be considered for the position of Concertmaster should perform all excerpts including the 
optional Concertmaster excerpts. A brief interview with me will be part of the selection process. I will contact other 
leaders early in the season to discuss how their role is vital to the success of the orchestra.  
 
Flute, oboe, clarinet, and bassoon players: I’d like to know if you are interested and able to play piccolo, English 
horn, E‐flat clarinet, bass clarinet, contra bassoon. Please prepare a short piece on each auxiliary instrument you 
would like to play, or send me an email to cartersimmons@myso.org if you do not have access to the instrument. 
 
Percussionists: 

• Please submit a performance of a short piece, or segment of a piece, for each of the following: 

• timpani, snare drum, a mallet instrument 

• selected timpani Excerpt(s) 
 
Pianists: We may have the need for pianists from within the orchestra. If you are interested, please send a YouTube 
video of an etude or short piece.   
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In closing, thank you again for being a part of this incredible orchestra and MYSO. Best wishes to you as you prepare 
for another excellent season. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Carter Simmons 
Music Director, Senior Symphony 
Artistic Director 
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